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WORKING NEAR OPEN WATER POLICY
Purpose
This policy establishes safe working practices to protect our workforce from drowning and water-related hazards when working on or near open water bodies. Given the nature of water infrastructure work, our teams may occasionally work near rivers, canals, reservoirs, lakes, ponds, or other watercourses where drowning risks exist.
Scope
This policy applies to all employees, directors, contractors, and visitors undertaking work activities within 2 metres of any open water body at A M Water Services Ltd sites, including work near rivers, streams, canals, reservoirs, lakes, ponds, flooded excavations, and any other body of water presenting a drowning hazard.
Legal Requirements
This policy ensures compliance with the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974, Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2015, Work at Height Regulations 2005 (which apply to work near water where there is a risk of falling), and the Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999.
Policy Statement
We recognise that working near water presents serious risks including drowning, hypothermia, and Weil's disease (leptospirosis). Even shallow or slow-moving water can be fatal, particularly when combined with cold temperatures, hidden currents, or underwater obstructions. Our approach prioritises avoiding work near water where possible, and implementing robust controls when such work is necessary.
Before any work commences near open water, Aaron Mason or a nominated competent person conducts a site-specific risk assessment identifying water hazards, access points, rescue arrangements, and emergency procedures. We never allow lone working within 2 metres of open water bodies. A minimum of two people must be present, with at least one designated as a safety watchperson who maintains visual contact with workers at all times and is trained in water rescue techniques.
Personal Protective Equipment for work near water includes appropriate buoyancy aids or life jackets to EN ISO 12402 standard, which must be worn by all personnel working within 2 metres of water's edge. We provide self-inflating life jackets for work where buoyancy aids would restrict movement. All water-side PPE is inspected before each use and formally examined at intervals not exceeding 12 months.
Rescue equipment must be immediately available at all work locations near water. This includes a minimum of one throw line (minimum 25 metres), one rescue pole or reach device, and access to a life ring. All personnel receive training in the use of rescue equipment and basic water rescue techniques. We maintain emergency contact details for the relevant emergency services including coastguard, fire service water rescue teams, and Environment Agency where applicable.


Physical controls form an essential part of our approach. We install barriers, guardrails, or fencing to prevent accidental entry into water wherever practicable. Warning signs indicating water hazards are displayed prominently. We ensure adequate lighting for any work conducted in low-light conditions near water, and suspend operations during adverse weather including high winds, heavy rain, or flooding conditions that increase water-related risks.
All personnel working near water receive specific training covering water hazard awareness, use of buoyancy aids, rescue equipment operation, recognition of hypothermia and shock, and emergency response procedures. Refresher training is provided annually and following any water-related incident. We maintain records of all water safety training and ensure competency is verified before personnel are assigned to water-side work.
Implementation and Monitoring
This policy is implemented through comprehensive risk assessments for all work near water, provision of appropriate rescue equipment and PPE, specific water safety training for all affected personnel, and regular inspections of water-side work activities. Site supervisors conduct daily checks of rescue equipment and verify personnel are wearing appropriate buoyancy aids. Any near-miss incidents involving water hazards are reported and investigated to prevent recurrence.
Responsibilities
Directors ensure adequate resources for water safety equipment, training, and supervision. Site supervisors implement water safety controls, conduct equipment checks, and ensure personnel compliance with this policy. All workers must wear prescribed PPE, remain vigilant for water hazards, participate in water safety training, and report any concerns about water-related risks immediately.
Review
This policy will be reviewed annually by the Directors to ensure it remains effective and continues to protect our workforce from water-related hazards.
Signed:
Aaron Mason
Director
A M Water Services Ltd
1st July 2025
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